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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

5 1. A method of estimating an impact of proposed 
legislation on a user, comprising: 

obtaining proposed legislation data; 
calculating an affect of the proposed legislation 
based on the proposed legislation data; and 
10 outputting the affect of the proposed legislation. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the proposed 
legislation data represents proposed changes to a tax 
code. 

15 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein calculating an affect 
of the proposed legislation includes calculating an 
estimated change in tax liability by calculating an 
estimated tax liability based on the proposed legislation 

20 data and comparing the estimated tax liability to a 
previous tax liability. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
generating an electronic mail message based on the 

25 affect of the proposed legislation; and 

transmitting the electronic mail message to one or 
more remote devices. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the electronic mail 
30 message indicates one of a user's support or non-support 

of the proposed legislation. 



24 

Docket No. AUS920000949US1 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the electronic mail 
message is automatically generated. 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the affect of the 

5 proposed legislation is automatically inserted into the 
electronic mail message. 

8. The method of claim 4, wherein the electronic mail 
message is automatically addressed to the one or more 

10 remote devices. 

9. The method of claim 3, wherein calculating an 
estimated tax liability based on the proposed legislation 
data includes: 

15 updating a tax calculation engine based on the 

proposed tax legislation data; 

obtaining financial data for the user; and 
applying the updated tax calculation engine to the 

financial data. 

20 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the proposed tax 
legislation data is obtained from a server, and wherein 
the method is implemented in a client to the server. 

25 11. The method of claim 8, further comprising 

downloading one or more addresses for the one or more 
remote devices. 

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the affect of the 
30 proposed legislation included in the electronic mail 

message is accumulated with other affects of the proposed 
legislation included in other electronic mail messages 
received by the one or more remote devices. 
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13. An apparatus for estimating an impact of proposed 
legislation on a user, comprising: 

means for obtaining proposed legislation data; 
5 means for calculating an affect of the proposed 

legislation based on the proposed legislation data; and 

means for outputting the affect of the proposed 
legislation. 

10 14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the proposed 
legislation data represents proposed changes to a tax 
code . 

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the means for 
15 calculating an affect of the proposed legislation 

includes : 

means for calculating an estimated change in tax 
liability by calculating an estimated tax liability based 
on the proposed legislation data; and 
20 means for comparing the estimated tax liability to a 

previous tax liability. 

16. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising: 
means for generating an electronic mail message 

25 based on the affect of the proposed legislation; and 

means for transmitting the electronic mail message 
to one or more remote devices. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the electronic 
30 mail message indicates one of a user's support or 

non-support of the proposed legislation. 
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18. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the electronic 
mail message is automatically generated. 

19. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the affect of the 
proposed legislation is automatically inserted into the 
electronic mail message. 



10 



20. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the electronic 
mail message is automatically addressed to the one or 
more remote devices. 



15 



20 



21. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the means for 
calculating an estimated tax liability based on the 
proposed legislation data includes: 

means for updating a tax calculation engine based on 

the proposed tax legislation data; 

means for obtaining financial data for the user; and 
means for applying the updated tax calculation 

engine to the financial data. 

22. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the proposed tax 
legislation data is obtained from a server, and wherein 
the apparatus is implemented in a client to the server. 



25 23. The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising means 
for downloading one or more addresses for the one or more 
remote devices. 



24. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the affect of the 
30 proposed legislation included in the electronic mail 

message is accumulated with other affects of the proposed 
legislation included in other electronic mail messages 
received by the one or more remote devices. 
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25. A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for estimating an impact of proposed legislation 
on a user, comprising: 
5 first instructions for obtaining proposed 

legislation data; 

second instructions for calculating an affect of the 
proposed legislation based on the proposed legislation 
data; and 

10 third instructions for outputting the affect of the 

proposed legislation. 



15 



26. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 
the proposed legislation data represents proposed changes 
to a tax code. 



27. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 
the second instructions include instructions for 
calculating an estimated change in tax liability by 

20 calculating an estimated tax liability based on the 

proposed legislation data and instructions for comparing 
the estimated tax liability to a previous tax liability. 

28. The computer program product of claim 25, further 
25 comprising: 

fourth instructions for generating an electronic 
mail message based on the affect of the proposed 
legislation; and 

fifth instructions for transmitting the electronic 
30 mail message to one or more remote devices. 
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29. The computer program product of claim 28, wherein 
the electronic mail message indicates one of a user's 
support or non-support of the proposed legislation. 

5 30. The computer program product of claim 28, wherein 
the electronic mail message is automatically generated. 

31. The computer program product of claim 28, wherein 
the affect of the proposed legislation is automatically 

10 inserted into the electronic mail message. 

32. The computer program product of claim 28, wherein 
the electronic mail message is automatically addressed to 
the one or more remote devices. 

15 

33. The computer program product of claim 27, wherein 
the instructions for calculating an estimated tax 
liability based on the proposed legislation data 
includes : 

20 instructions for updating a tax calculation engine 

based on the proposed tax legislation data; 

instructions for obtaining financial data for the 
user; and 

instructions for applying the updated tax 
25 calculation engine to the financial data. 

34. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 
the proposed tax legislation data is obtained from a 
server, and wherein the computer program product is 

30 executed in a client to the server. 
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35. The computer program product of claim 32, further 
comprising sixth instructions for downloading one or more 
addresses for the one or more remote devices . 

36. The computer program product of claim 31, wherein 
the affect of the proposed legislation included in the 
electronic mail message is accumulated with other affects 
of the proposed legislation included in other electronic 
mail messages received by the one or more remote devices. 



